
FAMILY
HOLY WEEK
DEVOTIONAL

E A S T E R  AT  W O O D S I D E  B I B L E  C H U R C H



We are excited to partner with you as you guide 
your family through the celebration of Holy Week.

Our hope for this weeklong devotional is to
create space for meaningful conversations and 
memorable moments as your family learns and 

grows together.  Each day contains a passage of 
Scripture, some questions to reflect on, and 

activity you can do as a family. 

We hope this Easter season is one of celebration 
for your entire family. We would love to see you 

for our Good Friday and/or Easter services at one 
of our campuses, where we’l l  celebrate our risen 
Savior—Jesus! Visit woodsidebible.org/easter for 

locations and service times. 

-The Woodside Kids Team 

Welcome to
Easter at Woodside!



Jesus Arrives
when: P a l m  S u n d a y ,  M a r c h  24 theme: P r a i s i n g  G o d

activity

questions
Why do we 
praise Jesus? 

How can you 
praise Jesus 
this week? 

A s  t h e y  a l l  a p p r o a c h e d  J e r u s a l e m ,  t h e y  c a m e  t o  

B e t h p h a g e .  I t  w a s  o n  t h e  M o u n t  o f  O l i v e s .  J e s u s  

s e n t  o u t  t w o  d i s c i p l e s .  H e  s a i d  t o  t h e m ,  “G o  t o  t h e  

v i l l a g e  a h e a d  o f  y o u .  A s  s o o n  a s  y o u  g e t  t h e r e ,  y o u  

w i l l  f i n d  a  d o n ke y  t i e d  u p .  H e r  c o l t  w i l l  b e  w i t h  h e r.  

U n t i e  t h e m  a n d  b r i n g  t h e m  t o  m e .  I f  a n y o n e  s a y s  

a n y t h i n g  t o  y o u ,  s a y  t h a t  t h e  Lo r d  n e e d s  t h e m .  T h e  

o w n e r  w i l l  s e n d  t h e m  r i g h t  a w a y .”  T h i s  t o o k  p l a c e  

s o  t h a t  w h a t  w a s  s p o ke n  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o p h e t  

w o u l d  c o m e  t r u e .  I t  s a y s ,  

“ S a y  t o  t h e  c i t y  o f  Z i o n ,  

‘ S e e ,  y o u r  k i n g  c o m e s  t o  y o u .  

H e  i s  g e n t l e  a n d  r i d i n g  o n  a  d o n ke y .  

H e  i s  r i d i n g  o n  a  d o n ke y ’s  c o l t .’  ”   

T h e  d i s c i p l e s  w e n t  a n d  d i d  w h a t  J e s u s  t o l d  t h e m  t o  

d o .  T h e y  b r o u g h t  t h e  d o n ke y  a n d  t h e  c o l t .  T h e y  

p l a c e d  t h e i r  c o a t s  o n  t h e m  fo r  J e s u s  t o  s i t  o n .  A  

v e r y  l a r g e  c r o w d  s p r e a d  t h e i r  c o a t s  o n  t h e  r o a d .  

O t h e r s  c u t  b r a n c h e s  fr o m  t h e  t r e e s  a n d  s p r e a d  

t h e m  o n  t h e  r o a d .  S o m e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  w e n t  a h e a d  

o f  h i m ,  a n d  s o m e  fo l l o w e d .  T h e y  a l l  s h o u t e d ,  

“ H o s a n n a  t o  t h e  S o n  o f  D av i d ! ”  “ B l e s s e d  i s  t h e  o n e  

w h o  c o m e s  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  Lo r d ! ”  

What you’ll need: S c r a p  p a p e r  i n  l o t s  o f  d i f fe r e n t  s h a d e s  o f  g r e e n s ,  s c i s s o r s ,  a n d  g l u e / t a p e  

To d a y ,  w e’r e  g o i n g  t o  b e  c r e a t i n g  o u r  o w n  p a l m  b r a n c h e s !  C l i c k  h e r e  t o  g r a b  a  p r i n t a b l e  

t e m p l a t e  o r  i f  y o u ’r e  fe e l i n g  c r e a t i v e ,  d r a w  a n  o u t l i n e  o f  o n e  fr e e h a n d !  

T h e n ,  g r a b  y o u r  s c r a p  p a p e r,  c u t  i t  i n t o  a  b u n c h  o f  d i f fe r e n t  s q u a r e s ,  a n d  g l u e  o r  t a p e  t h e m  

o n t o  y o u r  p a l m  b r a n c h !  Af t e r  y o u r  p a l m  b r a n c h  i s  c o m p l e t e ,  h a n g  i t  s o m e w h e r e  i n  t h e  h o u s e  

w h e r e  y o u  c a n  s e e  i t .  E v e r y  t i m e  y o u  p a s s  b y ,  t a ke  a  m o m e n t  t o  p r a i s e  J e s u s .  

scripture M a t t h e w  2 1 : 1- 9



Jesus Heals
when: M o n d a y ,  M a r c h  2 5 theme: M i r a c l e s

scripture

activity

questions

J e s u s  e nt e re d  t h e  t e m p l e  c o u r t y a rd .  H e  b e g a n  t o  d r i ve  o u t  a l l  t h o s e  w h o  we re  b u y i n g  a n d  s e l l i n g  

t h e re .  H e  t u r n e d  ove r  t h e  t a b l e s  of  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  we re  exc h a n g i n g  m o n e y .  H e  a l s o  t u r n e d  ove r  t h e  

b e n c h e s  of  t h o s e  w h o  we re  s e l l i n g  d ove s .  H e  s a i d  t o  t h e m ,  “ I t  i s  w r i t t e n  t h a t  t h e  Lo rd  s a i d ,  ‘ M y  

h o u s e  w i l l  b e  c a l l e d  a  h o u s e  w h e re  p e o p l e  c a n  p ra y .’  B u t  y o u  a re  m a k i n g  i t  ‘a  d e n  fo r  ro b b e rs .’ ”  

B l i n d  p e o p l e  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  we re  d i s a b l e d  c a m e  t o  J e s u s  a t  t h e  t e m p l e .  T h e re  h e  h e a l e d  t h e m .  T h e  

c h i ef  p r i e st s  a n d  t h e  t e a c h e rs  of  t h e  l aw  s aw  t h e  wo n d e r fu l  t h i n g s  h e  d i d .  T h e y  a l s o  s aw  t h e  

c h i l d re n  i n  t h e  t e m p l e  c o u r t y a rd  s h o u t i n g ,  “ H o s a n n a  t o  t h e  S o n  of  D av i d ! ”  B u t  w h e n  t h e y  s aw  a l l  

t h i s ,  t h e y  b e c a m e  a n g r y .  

“ D o  y o u  h e a r  w h a t  t h e s e  c h i l d re n  a re  s a y i n g ? ”  t h e y  a s ke d  h i m .  “ Ye s ,”  re p l i e d  J e s u s .  “ H ave n’ t  y o u  

eve r  re a d  a b o u t  i t  i n  S c r i pt u re?  I t  s a y s ,  “ Lo rd ,  y o u  h ave  m a d e  s u re  t h a t  c h i l d re n  a n d  i nfa nt s  p ra i s e  

y o u .”  T h e n  J e s u s  l eft  t h e  p e o p l e  a n d  we nt  o u t  of  t h e  c i t y  t o  B et h a n y .  H e  s p e nt  t h e  n i g ht  t h e re .  

What you’ll need: S i d e -w a l k  c h a l k   

G e t  s o m e  s i d e w a l k  c h a l k  a n d  u s e  i t  t o  d e c o r a t e  t h e  s i d e w a l ks  i n  y o u r  n e i g h b o r h o o d  w i t h  t h e  
g o o d  n e w s  a b o u t  E a s t e r !  Yo u  c a n  l e t  y o u r  fa m i l y  b e  a s  c r e a t i v e  a s  t h e y  w a n t  i n  w h a t  t h e y  w r i t e  
o r  d r a w,  b u t  h e r e  a r e  s o m e  i d e a s :  

•  P i c k  y o u r  fav o r i t e  B i b l e  v e r s e  t h a t  t a l k s  a b o u t  J e s u s  [J o h n  3 : 1 6  a n d  R o m a n s  5 : 8  a r e  g r e a t  
p l a c e s  t o  s t a r t ] ,  w r i t e  t h e m  o n  y o u r  s i d e w a l k ,  a n d  d r a w  p i c t u r e s  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e m .  

•  D r a w  d i f fe r e n t  s y m b o l s  o f  H o l y  We e k ,  l i ke  p a l m  l e av e s  o r  t h e  e m p t y  t o m b .  

•  I l l u s t r a t e  y o u r  fav o r i t e  s t o r y  fr o m  t h e  B i b l e .  D o n ’ t  fo r g e t  t o  w r i t e  t h e  v e r s e  r e fe r e n c e !  

U s e  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  a s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e n g a g e  w i t h  y o u r  n e i g h b o r s .  I n v i t e  t h e m  t o  d r a w  w i t h  
y o u  o r  t o  j o i n  y o u  a n d  y o u r  fa m i l y  fo r  E a s t e r  a t  Wo o d s i d e !  
 

Why was Jesus able
 to do miracles?

Why did Jesus heal the
 people who came to him? 

M a t t h e w  2 1 : 1 2 - 17



Jesus Teaches at the Temple 
when: Tu e s d a y ,  M a r c h  2 6 theme: Lo v e

scripture

activity

questions

T h e  P h a r i s e e s  h e a rd  t h a t  t h e  S a d d u c e e s  we re n’ t  a b l e  t o  a n swe r  J e s u s .  S o  t h e  P h a r i s e e s  g ot  

t o g et h e r.  O n e  of  t h e m  wa s  a n  a u t h o r i t y  o n  t h e  l aw.  S o  h e  t e st e d  J e s u s  w i t h  a  q u e st i o n .  “ Te a c h e r,”  

h e  a s ke d ,  “ w h i c h  i s  t h e  m o st  i m p o r t a nt  c o m m a n d m e nt  i n  t h e  L aw ? ”  

J e s u s  re p l i e d ,  “ ‘ Love  t h e  Lo rd  y o u r  G o d  w i t h  a l l  y o u r  h e a r t  a n d  w i t h  a l l  y o u r  s o u l .  Love  h i m  w i t h  a l l  

y o u r  m i n d .’  T h i s  i s  t h e  f i rst  a n d  m o st  i m p o r t a nt  c o m m a n d m e nt .  A n d  t h e  s e c o n d  i s  l i ke  i t .  ‘ Love  y o u r  

n e i g h b o r  a s  y o u  l ove  y o u rs e l f.’  Eve r y t h i n g  t h a t  i s  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  L aw  a n d  t h e  P ro p h et s  i s  b a s e d  o n  

t h e s e  two  c o m m a n d m e nt s .”  

What you’ll need: A n  E a s t e r  L i l y   

H e a d  t o  t h e  s t o r e  a n d  p i c k  u p  a n  E a s t e r  l i l y  o r  t w o .  T h e n ,  g i v e  o n e  t o  a  n e i g h b o r,  fr i e n d ,  o r  

fa m i l y  m e m b e r.  Te l l  t h e m  “ H a p p y  E a s t e r ”  a n d  i n v i t e  t h e m  t o  c h u r c h  w i t h  y o u !   

T h e  E a s t e r  l i l y  h a s  a  c o o l  m e a n i n g  b e h i n d  i t  t h a t  y o u  c a n  s h a r e  w i t h  t h o s e  y o u  g i f t  i t  t o !  

T h e  w h i t e  c o l o r  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  p u r i t y  o f  C h r i s t .  T h e  t r u m p e t  s h a p e  o f  t h e  f l o w e r  c a n  h e l p  

u s  r e m e m b e r  t o  s h a r e  t h e  g o o d  n e w s  a n d  r e m i n d  u s  o f  t h e  t r u m p e t s  o f  a n g e l s  t h a t  a n n o u n c e  

i m p o r t a n t  e v e n t s .  A n d ,  s i n c e  l i l i e s  g r o w  fr o m  a  b u l b  t h a t  i s  b u r i e d  a n d  t h e n  b l o o m s  i n t o  l i fe ,

i t  i s  a  b e a u t i fu l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e a t h  a n d  r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  J e s u s .  

What is one thing 
you can do to love 
God today? 

What is one thing 
you can do to love 
others today? 

M a t t h e w  2 2 : 3 3 - 4 0



Jesus is Betrayed
when: We d n e s d a y ,  M a r c h  2 7 theme: S i n

scripture

activity

questions

The Feast  of  Un leavened Bread ,  ca l led  the Passover,  was  near.  The ch ief  pr iests  and the teachers  of  the  

law were look ing  for  a  way to  get  r id  of  Jesus .  They were afra id  of  the  peop le.  Then Sat an entered 

Judas,  who was ca l led  I scar iot .  Judas  was one of  the 12  d isc ip les .  He went  to  the ch ief  pr iests  and the 

off icers  of  the  temple  guard .  He t a l ked with  them about  how he cou ld  hand Jesus  over  to  them.  They 

were de l ighted and agreed to  g ive  h im money .  Judas  accepted the ir  offer.  He watched for  the r ight  

t ime to  hand Jesus  over  to  them.  He wanted to  do i t  when no crowd was around .  

D u r i n g  s n a c k  t i m e ,  p r o v i d e  fo o d s  t h a t  a r e  t h e s e  d i f fe r e n t  c o l o r s :  

•  B l a c k  – b l a c k b e r r i e s  o r  O r e o s  
•  R e d  – s t r a w b e r r i e s ,  r a s p b e r r i e s ,  o r  c h e r r i e s  
•  W h i t e  – c a u l i f l o w e r,  r a n c h  d r e s s i n g ,  o r  w h i t e  c a ke  
•  G r e e n  – b r o c c o l i ,  c e l e r y ,  o r  g r e e n  g r a p e s  
•  Ye l l o w  – b a n a n a s  o r  p i n e a p p l e .  

Ta l k  t o  y o u r  c h i l d  a b o u t  t h e  g o s p e l  w h i l e  t h e y  s n a c k  u s i n g  t h e s e  c o l o r s .  
•  B l a c k  s t a n d s  fo r  s i n ,  w h i c h  w e  a l l  h av e .  
•  R e d  r e p r e s e n t s  J e s u s’  b l o o d  s h e d  o n  t h e  c r o s s .  
•  W h i t e  m e a n s  fo r g i v e n e s s ,  w h i c h  J e s u s  g i v e s  u s  w h e n  w e  b e l i e v e  i n  H i m .  
•  G r e e n  s t a n d s  fo r  g r o w i n g  i n  G o d  b y  p r a y i n g  a n d  r e a d i n g  H i s  Wo r d .  
•  Ye l l o w  s t a n d s  fo r  h e av e n ,  a n d  t h a t ’s  w h e r e  a l l  b e l i e v e r s  w i l l  g e t  t o  b e  w i t h  G o d  fo r e v e r !  

Why did the religious leaders dislike Jesus and want him gone? 

When was the last time you thought, said, or did something that 
does not please God? 

L u ke  2 2 : 1- 6  



Jesus Serves 
when: T h u r s d a y ,  M a r c h  2 8 theme: H u m i l i t y  

activity

questions
I t  wa s  j u st  b efo re  t h e  P a s s ove r  Fe a st .  J e s u s  k n ew  t h a t  t h e  

t i m e  h a d  c o m e  fo r  h i m  t o  l e ave  t h i s  wo r l d .  I t  wa s  t i m e  fo r  

h i m  t o  g o  t o  t h e  Fa t h e r.  J e s u s  l ove d  h i s  d i s c i p l e s  w h o  

we re  i n  t h e  wo r l d .  S o  h e  n ow  l ove d  t h e m  t o  t h e  ve r y  e n d .  

T h e y  we re  h av i n g  t h e i r  eve n i n g  m e a l .  T h e  d ev i l  h a d  a l re a d y  

t e m pt e d  J u d a s ,  s o n  of  S i m o n  I s c a r i ot .  H e  h a d  u rg e d  J u d a s  

t o  h a n d  J e s u s  ove r  t o  h i s  e n e m i e s .  J e s u s  k n ew  t h a t  t h e  

Fa t h e r  h a d  p u t  eve r y t h i n g  u n d e r  h i s  p owe r.  H e  a l s o  k n ew  

h e  h a d  c o m e  fro m  G o d  a n d  wa s  ret u r n i n g  t o  G o d .  S o  h e  

g ot  u p  fro m  t h e  m e a l  a n d  t o o k  of f  h i s  o u t e r  c l ot h e s .  H e  

w ra p p e d  a  t owe l  a ro u n d  h i s  wa i st .  Aft e r  t h a t ,  h e  p o u re d  

wa t e r  i nt o  a  l a rg e  b ow l .  T h e n  h e  b e g a n  t o  wa s h  h i s  

d i s c i p l e s’  fe et .  H e  d r i e d  t h e m  w i t h  t h e  t owe l  t h a t  wa s  

w ra p p e d  a ro u n d  h i m .  

H e  c a m e  t o  S i m o n  Pet e r.  “ Lo rd ,”  Pet e r  s a i d  t o  h i m ,  “a re  

y o u  g o i n g  t o  wa s h  m y  fe et ? ”  J e s u s  re p l i e d ,  “ Yo u  d o n’ t  

re a l i z e  n ow  w h a t  I  a m  d o i n g .  B u t  l a t e r  y o u  w i l l  

u n d e rst a n d .”  “ N o ,”  s a i d  Pet e r.  “ Yo u  w i l l  n eve r  wa s h  m y  

fe et .”  J e s u s  a n swe re d ,  “ U n l e s s  I  wa s h  y o u ,  y o u  c a n’ t  s h a re  

l i fe  w i t h  m e .”  “ Lo rd ,”  S i m o n  Pet e r  re p l i e d ,  “n ot  j u st  m y  

fe et !  Wa s h  m y  h a n d s  a n d  m y  h e a d  t o o ! ”  

J e s u s  a n swe re d ,  “ Pe o p l e  w h o  h ave  h a d  a  b a t h  n e e d  t o  

wa s h  o n l y  t h e i r  fe et .  T h e  re st  of  t h e i r  b o d y  i s  c l e a n .  A n d  

y o u  a re  c l e a n .  B u t  n ot  a l l  of  y o u  a re .”  J e s u s  k n ew  w h o  wa s  

g o i n g  t o  h a n d  h i m  ove r  t o  h i s  e n e m i e s .  T h a t  wa s  w h y  h e  

s a i d  n ot  eve r y  o n e  wa s  c l e a n .  

W h e n  J e s u s  f i n i s h e d  wa s h i n g  t h e i r  fe et ,  h e  p u t  o n  h i s  

c l ot h e s .  T h e n  h e  ret u r n e d  t o  h i s  p l a c e .  “ D o  y o u  

u n d e rst a n d  w h a t  I  h ave  d o n e  fo r  y o u ? ”  h e  a s ke d  t h e m .  

“ Yo u  c a l l  m e  ‘ Te a c h e r ’  a n d  ‘ Lo rd .’  Yo u  a re  r i g ht .  T h a t  i s  

w h a t  I  a m .  I ,  y o u r  Lo rd  a n d  Te a c h e r,  h ave  wa s h e d  y o u r  

fe et .  S o  y o u  a l s o  s h o u l d  wa s h  o n e  a n ot h e r ’s  fe et .  I  h ave  

g i ve n  y o u  a n  exa m p l e .  Yo u  s h o u l d  d o  a s  I  h ave  d o n e  fo r  

y o u .  W h a t  I ’m  a b o u t  t o  t e l l  y o u  i s  t r u e .  A  s l ave  i s  n ot  m o re  

i m p o r t a nt  t h a n  h i s  m a st e r.  A n d  a  m e s s e n g e r  i s  n ot  m o re  

i m p o r t a nt  t h a n  t h e  o n e  w h o  s e n d s  h i m .  N ow  y o u  k n ow  

t h e s e  t h i n g s .  S o  y o u  w i l l  b e  b l e s s e d  i f  y o u  d o  t h e m .  

T h e  T h u r s d a y  b e f o r e  J e s u s  d i e d ,  

H e  s h a r e d  t h e  L a s t  S u p p e r  w i t h  

H i s  d i s c i p l e s  a n d  w a s h e d  t h e i r  

f e e t .  I n v i t e  a n o t h e r  f a m i l y  o v e r  

f o r  a  m e a l  o r  s h a r e  a  P a s s o v e r  

m e a l .  

O r,  a s  a  f a m i l y ,  t a l k  a b o u t  w h a t  

i t  m e a n s  t o  s e r v e  o t h e r s  o r  h o s t  

y o u r  o w n  f a m i l y  f o o t - w a s h i n g  

c e r e m o n y.  

E v e n  s o m e t h i n g  a s  s i m p l e  a s  

w a s h i n g  w i t h  b a b y  w i p e s  c a n  

p r o m p t  a  s p e c i a l  m e m o r y  f o r  

y o u r  f a m i l y  a n d  p r o v i d e  a n  

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  h o w  

y o u  c a n  s e r v e  o n e  a n o t h e r.  

scripture J o h n  1 3 : 1- 17

What does it mean 
to be humble? 

What is one way 
you can humbly 
serve someone else? 



Jesus Dies 
when: F r i d a y ,  M a r c h  2 9 theme: S a c r i f i c e

activity

questions
The so ld iers  led  Jesus  away into  the pa lace.  I t  was  ca l led  
the Praetor ium.  They ca l led  together  the who le  company of  
so ld iers .  The so ld iers  put  a  purp le  robe on Jesus .  Then they 
twisted thorns  together  to  make a  crown.  They p laced i t  on  
h is  head .  They began to  ca l l  out  to  h im,  “We honor  you ,  k ing  
of  the Jews ! ”  Aga in  and aga in  they h i t  h im on the head with  
a  st ick .  They sp it  on  h im .  They fe l l  on  the ir  knees  and 
pretended to  honor  h im .  After  they had made fun  of  h im,  
they took  off  the  purp le  robe.  They put  h is  own c lothes  
back  on  h im .  Then they led  h im out  to  na i l  h im to  a  cross .  A  
man named S imon was pass ing  by .  He was from Cyrene.  He 
was the father  of  A lexander  and Rufus .  S imon was on  h is  
way in  from the country .  The so ld iers  forced h im to  carry  
the cross .  They brought  Jesus  to  the p lace ca l led  Go lgotha .  
The word Go lgotha means  the P lace of  the Sku l l .  Then they 
gave h im wine  mixed with  sp ices .  But  he  d id  not  t ake  i t .  They 
na i led  h im to  the cross .  Then they d iv ided up h is  c lothes .    
    They cast  lots  to  see what  each of  them wou ld  get .  I t  
was  n ine  o’c lock  in  the  morn ing when they cruc if ied  h im .  
They wrote out  the charge aga inst  h im .  I t  read ,  They 
cruc if ied  w ith  h im two rebe ls  aga inst  Rome.  One was on  h is  
r ight  and one was on  h is  left .  Those who passed by shouted 
at  Jesus  and made fun  of  h im .  They shook  the ir  heads and 
sa id ,  “So you are  go ing to  destroy the temple  and bu i ld  i t  
aga in  in  three days?  Then come down from the cross !  Save 
yourse lf ! ”  In  the  same way the ch ief  pr iests  and the 
teachers  of  the  law made fun  of  h im among themse lves .  “He 
saved others ,”  they sa id .  “But  he  can’t  save h imse lf !  Let  th is  
Mess iah ,  th is  k ing  of  I srae l ,  come down now from the cross !  
When we see that ,  we wi l l  be l ieve.”  Those who were be ing 
cruc if ied  w ith  Jesus  a lso  made fun  of  h im .  
     At  noon ,  darkness  covered the who le  land .  I t  l asted 
three hours .  At  three o’c lock  in  the  afternoon Jesus  cr ied 
out  in  a  loud vo ice,  “E lo i ,  E lo i ,  l ema sabachthan i?”  Th is  means  
“My God,  my God,  why have you deserted me?”  Some of  
those st and ing nearby heard Jesus  cry  out .  They sa id ,  
“L isten !  He’s  ca l l i ng  for  E l i j ah .”  Someone ran  and f i l l ed  a  
sponge with  w ine  v inegar.  He put  i t  on  a  st ick .  He offered i t  
to  Jesus  to  dr ink .  “Leave h im a lone,”  he  sa id .  “Let ’s  see i f  
E l i j ah  comes to  t ake  h im down.”  With  a  loud cry ,  Jesus  took  
h is  l ast  breath .  The temple  curt a in  was  torn  in  two from top 
to  bottom.  A  Roman commander  was st and ing there in  front  
of  Jesus .  He saw how Jesus  d ied .  Then he  sa id ,  “Th is  man 
was sure ly  the  Son of  God! ”  

What you’ll need: s t i c k s ,  p i p e  
c l e a n e r s ,  p l a y  d o u g h ,  o r  p a p e r  –  
w h a t e v e r  y o u  h a v e  a r o u n d  t h e  
h o u s e  o r  o u t s i d e  t h a t  y o u  c a n  u s e  
t o  m a k e  a  c r o s s .  Yo u’ l l  a l s o  n e e d  a  
r e d  m a r k e r  o r  r e d  p a i n t .   

H e l p  y o u r  c h i l d  m a k e  a  c r o s s .  T h e n ,  
h a v e  y o u r  c h i l d  d r a w  o r  w r i t e  d o w n  
[ o r  y o u  c a n  w r i t e  d o w n  f o r  t h e m ]  
s o m e t h i n g  t h e y ’ v e  d o n e  t h a t  i s  
w r o n g.  I t  c a n  e i t h e r  b e  w r i t t e n  
d i r e c t l y  o n  t h e  c r o s s  o r  w r i t t e n  o n  
a  p i e c e  o f  p a p e r  t h a t  y o u  t h e n  
a t t a c h  t o  t h e  c r o s s .  N e x t ,  t a k e  
s o m e t h i n g  r e d — l i k e  r e d  p a i n t ,  a  
r e d  m a r k e r,  r e d  s t i c k e r s ,  o r  o t h e r  
r e d  c r a f t  s u p p l i e s — a n d  c o v e r  t h e  
c r o s s  [ a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  s i n  w r i t t e n  o n  
i t ]  w i t h  r e d .  E x p l a i n  t o  y o u r  c h i l d  
t h a t  t h e  r e d  r e p r e s e n t s  J e s u s ’s  
b l o o d .  W h e n  J e s u s  d i e d  o n  t h e  
c r o s s ,  H i s  b l o o d  p a i d  f o r  o u r  s i n s  s o  
H e  c a n  o � e r  f o r g i v e n e s s  t o  
e v e r y o n e  w h o  b e l i e v e s  i n  H i m .  

scripture M a r k  1 5 : 1 6 -3 9

Why did Jesus allow 
himself to be crucified?  

Why do we call the 
day Jesus died on the 
cross “Good Friday”? 



questions
What do you think Jesus’ friends were feeling after He was buried? 

What do you think you would have done that day?

Jesus in the Tomb
when: S a t u r d a y ,  M a r c h  3 0 theme: Wa i t i n g

scripture

activity

Empty Tomb Rolls
( s e e  n ex t  p a g e ! )

As even ing approached,  a  r ich  man came from the town of  Ar imathea .  H is  name was Joseph .  He had 
become a  fo l lower  of  Jesus .  He went  to  P i l ate  and asked for  Jesus’  body .  P i l ate  ordered that  i t  be  g iven 
to  h im .  Joseph took  the body and wrapped i t  in  a  c lean  l i nen  c loth .  He p laced i t  in  h is  own new tomb 
that  he  had cut  out  of  the  rock .  He ro l led  a  b ig  stone in  front  of  the  entrance to  the tomb.  Then he  
went  away .  Mary Magda lene and the other  Mary were s i tt ing  there across  from the tomb.  

The next  day was the day after  Preparat ion  Day .  The ch ief  pr iests  and the Phar isees  went  to  P i l ate.  
“S i r,”  they sa id ,  “we remember someth ing that  l i ar  sa id  wh i le  he  was st i l l  a l i ve.  He c la imed,  ‘After  three 
days  I  w i l l  r i se  aga in .’  So  g ive  the order  to  make the tomb secure unt i l  the  th i rd  day .  I f  you don’t ,  h is  
d isc ip les  might  come and stea l  the  body .  Then they wi l l  te l l  the  peop le  that  Jesus  has  been ra ised from 
the dead .  Th is  l ast  l ie  w i l l  be  worse than the f i rst .”  “Take  some guards  w ith  you ,”  P i l ate  answered .  “Go.  
Make the tomb as  secure as  you can .”  So they went  and made the tomb secure.  They put  a  roya l  sea l  on  
the stone and p laced some guards  on  duty .  

M a t t h e w  2 7 : 57- 6 6  



What you’ll need: Crescent  ro l l  dough ,  marshma l lows,  1  st ick  of  butter,  me lted and 
then s l ight ly  coo led in  a  sma l l  bowl ,  1  cup of  c innamon sugar  [about  ¾  cup sugar  
mixed with  ¾  cup c innamon,  a l though you can ad just  that  to  t aste]  in  a  sma l l  
bowl ,  a  bak ing  sheet  l i ned with  a  nonst ick  bak ing  mat  or  parchment  paper,  and 
an  oven preheated to  375 degrees .  

Here’s how to help your child make the empty tomb rolls: 

• Have your  ch i ld  p ick  up a  marshma l low.  Exp la in  that ,  in  th is  act iv i ty ,  the  
marshma l low represents  Jesus .  The marshma l low is  pure  wh ite,  wh ich  reminds  
us  that  Jesus  was complete ly  pure  and with-out  s in .  He never  d id  anyth ing 
wrong or deserving of punishment,  but He died on the cross to pay for our s ins.  

• Te l l  your  ch i ld  that ,  back  in  B ib le  t imes,  peop le  who d ied were ano inted in  o i l  
and sp ices  before they were bur ied .  He lp  your  ch i ld  d ip  the marshma l low in  the  
me lted butter,  or  the  “o i l ,”  coat ing  i t  fu l ly .  Then ro l l  the  buttery  marshma l low in  
the  c innamon sugar  “sp ices”  unt i l  i t  i s  thorough ly  covered .  

• Jesus’s  body was put  in  a  tomb.  He lp  your  ch i ld  wrap the marshma l low in  a  
p iece of  crescent  ro l l  dough ,  represent ing  the sea led tomb.  ( I t ’s  probab ly  best  
for  a  parent  to  do th is  part ,  because you want  to  carefu l ly  sea l  the  dough a l l  
around the marshma l low,  leav ing  no ho les] .  

Put  the dough “tombs”  on  the l i ned bak ing  sheet  and bake them for  10-15 
minutes ,  check ing  them occas iona l ly .  Ta l k  to  your  ch i ld  about  how Jesus’s  
fr iends  had to  wa it  wh i le  Jesus  was sea led in  the  tomb.  They were very  sad 
that  He was dead .  

• When the ro l l s  are  done,  they wi l l  have puffed up and the dough wi l l  look  
go lden .  Take  them out  of  the  oven and let  them coo l  br ief ly .  

• When they have coo led ,  cut  open one of  the ro l l s  and have your  ch i ld  look  
ins ide.  The marshma l low wi l l  have me lted ,  leav ing  the “tomb”  empty .  D iscuss  
w ith  your  ch i ld  how i t  must  have fe l t  to  f ind  Jesus’s  tomb empty on the th i rd  
day ,  and to  learn  that  Jesus  was a l i ve !  

• Let  your  ch i ld  eat  the ir  empty tomb ro l l  and en joy  the sweetness  of  God’s  
love  for  us .  

Empty Tomb Rolls



The so ld iers  led  Jesus  away into  the pa lace.  I t  was  ca l led  
the Praetor ium.  They ca l led  together  the who le  company of  
so ld iers .  The so ld iers  put  a  purp le  robe on Jesus .  Then they 
twisted thorns  together  to  make a  crown.  They p laced i t  on  
h is  head .  They began to  ca l l  out  to  h im,  “We honor  you ,  k ing  
of  the Jews ! ”  Aga in  and aga in  they h i t  h im on the head with  
a  st ick .  They sp it  on  h im .  They fe l l  on  the ir  knees  and 
pretended to  honor  h im .  After  they had made fun  of  h im,  
they took  off  the  purp le  robe.  They put  h is  own c lothes  
back  on  h im .  Then they led  h im out  to  na i l  h im to  a  cross .  A  
man named S imon was pass ing  by .  He was from Cyrene.  He 
was the father  of  A lexander  and Rufus .  S imon was on  h is  
way in  from the country .  The so ld iers  forced h im to  carry  
the cross .  They brought  Jesus  to  the p lace ca l led  Go lgotha .  
The word Go lgotha means  the P lace of  the Sku l l .  Then they 
gave h im wine  mixed with  sp ices .  But  he  d id  not  t ake  i t .  They 
na i led  h im to  the cross .  Then they d iv ided up h is  c lothes .    
    They cast  lots  to  see what  each of  them wou ld  get .  I t  
was  n ine  o’c lock  in  the  morn ing when they cruc if ied  h im .  
They wrote out  the charge aga inst  h im .  I t  read ,  They 
cruc if ied  w ith  h im two rebe ls  aga inst  Rome.  One was on  h is  
r ight  and one was on  h is  left .  Those who passed by shouted 
at  Jesus  and made fun  of  h im .  They shook  the ir  heads and 
sa id ,  “So you are  go ing to  destroy the temple  and bu i ld  i t  
aga in  in  three days?  Then come down from the cross !  Save 
yourse lf ! ”  In  the  same way the ch ief  pr iests  and the 
teachers  of  the  law made fun  of  h im among themse lves .  “He 
saved others ,”  they sa id .  “But  he  can’t  save h imse lf !  Let  th is  
Mess iah ,  th is  k ing  of  I srae l ,  come down now from the cross !  
When we see that ,  we wi l l  be l ieve.”  Those who were be ing 
cruc if ied  w ith  Jesus  a lso  made fun  of  h im .  
     At  noon ,  darkness  covered the who le  land .  I t  l asted 
three hours .  At  three o’c lock  in  the  afternoon Jesus  cr ied 
out  in  a  loud vo ice,  “E lo i ,  E lo i ,  l ema sabachthan i?”  Th is  means  
“My God,  my God,  why have you deserted me?”  Some of  
those st and ing nearby heard Jesus  cry  out .  They sa id ,  
“L isten !  He’s  ca l l i ng  for  E l i j ah .”  Someone ran  and f i l l ed  a  
sponge with  w ine  v inegar.  He put  i t  on  a  st ick .  He offered i t  
to  Jesus  to  dr ink .  “Leave h im a lone,”  he  sa id .  “Let ’s  see i f  
E l i j ah  comes to  t ake  h im down.”  With  a  loud cry ,  Jesus  took  
h is  l ast  breath .  The temple  curt a in  was  torn  in  two from top 
to  bottom.  A  Roman commander  was st and ing there in  front  
of  Jesus .  He saw how Jesus  d ied .  Then he  sa id ,  “Th is  man 
was sure ly  the  Son of  God! ”  

questions
How did Jesus’ friends react when they saw Him alive on Easter Sunday? 

How can you celebrate Jesus’ resurrection today – or every day? 

Jesus is Alive
when: S u n d a y ,  M a r c h  3 1 theme: L i fe

scripture

activity

Resurrection Eggs!
( s e e  n ex t  p a g e ! )

The Sabbath day was now over.  I t  was  dawn on the f i rst  day of  the week .  Mary Magda lene and the 
other  Mary went  to  look  at  the  tomb.  There was a  powerfu l  earthquake.  An  ange l  of  the  Lord came 
down from heaven .  The ange l  went  to  the tomb.  He ro l led  back  the stone and sat  on  i t .  H is  body shone 
l i ke  l ightn ing .  H is  c lothes  were as  wh ite  as  snow.  The guards  were so  afra id  of  h im that  they shook  and 
became l i ke  dead men .  

The ange l  sa id  to  the women,  “Don’t  be  afra id .  I  know that  you are  look ing  for  Jesus ,  who was cruc if ied .  
He i s  not  here !  He has  r i sen ,  just  as  he  sa id  he  wou ld !  Come and see the p lace where he  was ly ing .  Go 
qu ick ly !  Te l l  h i s  d isc ip les ,  ‘He  has  r i sen  from the dead .  He i s  go ing ahead of  you into  Ga l i lee.  There you 
wi l l  see  h im .’  Now I  have to ld  you .”  

So the women hurr ied away from the tomb.  They were afra id ,  but  they were f i l l ed  w ith  joy .  They ran  to  
te l l  the  d isc ip les .  Sudden ly  Jesus  met  them.  “Greet ings ! ”  he  sa id .  They came to  h im,  took  ho ld  of  h is  
feet  and worsh iped h im .  Then Jesus  sa id  to  them,  “Don’t  be  afra id .  Go and te l l  my brothers  to  go to  
Ga l i lee.  There they wi l l  see  me.  

M a t t h e w  2 8 : 1- 1 0



Help your child make a set of resurrection eggs: 12 Easter 
eggs that tell the story of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

What you’ll need: A  dozen empty p last ic  eggs,  wh ich  you can number from 1-12  
w ith  a  marker.  Then ,  the  i tems l i sted be low!

Each egg wi l l  then be f i l l ed  w ith  sma l l  i tems represent ing  parts  of  the  Easter  
story .  You can e i ther  have a  fami ly  scavenger  hunt  to  f ind  the i tems or  pr int  
and co lor  these p ictures  to  cut  out  and put  ins ide  the eggs .  Once the eggs are  
f i l l ed ,  you can t ake  turns  open ing each of  them in  order  and exp la in ing  wh ich  
part  of  the  Easter  story  that  each i tem represents .  

Be low are  the i tems for  the scavenger  hunt ,  a long with  the ir  s ign i f icance to  
the Easter  story  and B ib le  verses  you can read for  each one:  

1 .  Pa lm branch [a  sma l l  l eaf ] :  When Jesus  f i rst  came into  Jerusa lem,  peop le  
waved pa lm branches in  honor  of  H im [John 12 :4 ] .  

2 .  Bread [a  sma l l  cracker  or  p iece of  bread ] :  Jesus  broke bread wh i le  shar ing  
the Last  Supper  w ith  H is  d isc ip les  [Luke  22 :19 ] .  

3 .  Co ins  [ three penn ies] :  Judas  d id  a  very  bad th ing  and betrayed Jesus  for  just  
30 co ins  [Matthew 27 :3 ] .  

4 .  Rope [yarn  or  str ing] :  After  they brought  H im to  tr ia l ,  Jesus  was wh ipped 
with  a  b ig  rope [John 19 :1 ] .  

5 .  Robe [a  sma l l  p iece of  fabr ic ] :  The bad peop le  teased Jesus  and put  a  robe 
on H im after  beat ing  H im up [Matthew 27 :28 ] .  

6.  Crown of  thorns  [a  toothp ick  or  sma l l  st ick ] :  Because Jesus  sa id  He was the 
K ing ;  they took  sharp thorns  and made a  crown [Matthew 27 :29 ]  

7.  Na i l  [ thumb t ack  or  sma l l  na i l ] :  So ld iers  na i led  Jesus  to  the cross  by  H is  hands 
and feet  [Acts  2 :23 ] .  

Resurrection Eggs




